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Renton’s Solid Waste Collection 
Program goes Green in 2009 

But first, some background…



O Hi t
• 1984 Solid Waste Utility Established

Our History
1984 Solid Waste Utility Established

• 1989 Introduced Curbside Recycling and 
Yard Waste CollectionYard Waste Collection 

• 1993 Introduced Multi‐family Recycling
• 2009 Introduced Sustainable Collection Program



• Garbage collection is MANDATORY

A Few Facts About the Program
• Garbage collection is MANDATORY
• Renton contracts for solid waste collection with 
W MWaste Management

• Annexed customers served by Allied/Republic
• The City determines the rates for all customers



What were our goals?
• Respond to customer demand for new services 
What were our goals?

including:
• Expanded recyclingp y g
• Addition of food waste to curbside organics 
collectioncollection

• Uniform, cart‐based collection



What were our goals?
• Environmentally sustainable
What were our goals?

• Contribute to a Livable Community
• Cost effectiveCost effective
• High quality



What Does It Look Like?What Does It Look Like?
We went from this……….



What Does It Look Like?What Does It Look Like?
to this……….



Improvements & ChangesImprovements & Changes
Residential Curbside Collection

• New garbage and recycle carts
• All recyclables in one cart no more sorting• All recyclables in one cart – no more sorting
• More recyclables accepted
• Addition of all food waste and food soiled paper 
with yard waste



Improvements & ChangesImprovements & Changes

G b d li ll t d th
Residential Curbside Collection

• Garbage and recycling collected every‐other‐
week (EOW)

• Yard waste and food scraps collected weekly
• Less noise and pollution generated from p g
collection 



Improvements & ChangesImprovements & Changes
Multi-family Collection

• Garbage and recycling collected weekly
• Yard waste and food scraps fee‐based serviceYard waste and food scraps fee based service
• Switched to contractor carts

li ff d i 3 64 & 96 ll• Recycling carts offered in 35‐, 64‐, & 96‐ gallon 
sizes



Improvements & ChangesImprovements & Changes
Commercial Collection

• Garbage collected weekly
• Addition of commercial recycling services• Addition of commercial recycling services 
provides more choice to local businesses 



Improvements & ChangesImprovements & Changes
Other Services
• Conversion of collection vehicles to Compressed 
Natural Gas and Biodiesel.Natural Gas and Biodiesel.

• Addition of two Recycle Events and one Reuse 
Event per yearEvent per year

• Public waste can collection reduces litter 



P bli Ed tiPublic Education



P bli Ed tiPublic Education



P bli Ed tiPublic Education



P bli Ed tiPublic Education



What Does the Customer Pay?What Does the Customer Pay?
Residential Garbage Ratesg
Weekly Capacity EOW Capacity 2011 Rate

Mini Can 20 Gallon Cart $11.65

1 Can 35 Gallon Cart $19.15

2 Can 64 Gallon Cart $33.61

3 Can 96 Gallon Cart $49.61



Rates Compared to Other Cities?Rates Compared to Other Cities?
2011 Monthly Rate

Residential Solid Waste Service
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I It W ki ? S S !Is It Working?  Survey Says!
Residential Recycling*Residential Recycling

Tons Recycled Increased 27%Tons Recycled Increased 27%          

Pounds/Person Increased 16%

*2008 vs. 2010



I It W ki ? S S !Is It Working?  Survey Says!
Residential Yard Waste*Residential Yard Waste

Tons Composted Increased 44%Tons Composted Increased 44%

Pounds/Person Increased 32%

*2008 vs. 2010



I It W ki ? S S !Is It Working?  Survey Says!
Residential Garbage*Residential Garbage

Tons Disposed Decreased 18%

Pounds/Person Decreased 20%

**2008 vs. 2010



Th t W ThThat Was Then . . .
1990 CURBSIDE RESIDENTIAL WASTE STREAM
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R SI NTIA R CYC ING
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Thi I NThis Is Now . . .
2010 CURBSIDE RESIDENTIAL WASTE STREAM
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Th t W ThThat Was Then . . .
1990 COMMERCIAL WASTE STREAM

COMMERCIAL RECYCLING

COMMERCIAL YARD WASTE

COMMERCIAL CDL 

COMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE PERM



Thi I NThis Is Now . . .
2010 COMMERCIAL WASTE STREAM
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COMMERCIAL CDL 

COMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE PERMCOMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE PERM

86%
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C ll b ti
• Waste Management

Collaboration
Waste Management
• Green River Flood Preparation
S stainabilit A dit• Sustainability Audit



C ll b ti
• King County Solid Waste Division

Collaboration
King County Solid Waste Division
• Neighborhood Thanksgiving Food Waste 
ChallengeChallenge

• Biggest Loser Waste Challenge
• Recycle More! Campaign



C ll b tiCollaboration



A d & R iti
• Washington State Recycling

Awards & Recognition
Washington State Recycling  
Association (WSRA)

Rec cler of the Year A ard Cit of RentonRecycler of the Year Award – City of Renton
• National Environmental Hall of Fame – 2011




